How serious a matter influenza may become when it breaks out in an institution the inmates of which are of poor resisting power, and the arrangements of which are such as to put isolation out of the question, isshown by the record of the deaths in the Leavesden. Asylum during the past six week. At the meeting of the Metropolitan Asylums Board last Saturday attention was drawn to the largely increased death-rate among the inmates at Leavesden Asylum, 96 deathshaving occurred in six weeks; and, in explanation, it was stated by the chairman of the committee that therehad been an outbreak of influenza in that institution., and that 49 of the deaths mentioned were due to that disease.
Another instance of the probable influence of contaminated shell-fish in producing typhoid fever i& reported from Belfast. That city has long had morethan its share of typhoid fever, which a couple of yearsago rose into quite an epidemic, and it is suggested that the consumption of cockles, gathered as they are on theshores of estuaries, contaminated by sewage, may be the cause of this continued prevalence of fever. Asconfirming this idea, it is stated that although the fever prevails in more than their due proportion among the poorer classes, the Jews, who are mostly poor, have escaped the disease. There are, says a writer in th eLancet, about 700 Jews in Belfast, mostly of Russian origin, and poor, who all strictly adhere to the Mosaic code of diet,, discarding amongst other food all animals living in the sea and not covered by scales, and it seems that no case of typhoid fever has been reported amongst the members of the congregation for many years past.
